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STANDARDS PROMULGATED FOR APRICOTS, CHERRIES 
AND TOMATOES 


Standards for canned apricots, cherries and tomatoes, for- 
mulgated under the provisions of the McNary-Mapes amendment 
to the Food and Drug Act, were promulgated by the Secretary 
of Agriculture on April 27, to become effective 90 days from 
that date. The standards are as follows: 


CANNED APRICOTS 
STANDARD 

Canned apricots are the normally flavored and normally colored canned 
food consisting of (1) the normal- and uniform-sized, tender, unpeeled, ma- 
ture, unblemished, pitted, unbroken halves of the fruit of the apricot tree, 
and (2) sugar solution. 

The weight of fruit in the container is not less than three-fifths the 
weight of water which the sealed container will hold at 68° F., except that, 
when necessary to prevent crushing of the fruit, a tolerance not exceeding 
the weight of two average pieces is allowed. The liquid portion of the 
finished product reads not less than 16° Brix (read at the proper tempera- 
ture for the instrument used). 


MEANING OF TERMS 

The term “normally colored,” as it relates to the fruit, means a gen- 
eral effect of yellow. 

Units of three-eighths of an ounce or larger are considered of normal 
size. 

The units shall be considered uniform in size if the transverse diam- 
eter of any unit does not vary more than 12.5 per cent from the correspond- 
ing average diameter of the pieces of fruit in the container. 

The fruit shall be considered tender when the flesh of not less than 
80 per cent of the units by count is completely perforated by a cylindrical 
rod, 3/16 inch in diameter, under a load of 300 grams (approximately 
10.6 ozs.), applied vertically to the exposed, peeled surface of a test piece 
carefully placed on an appropriate support. In performing this test, the 
rod is placed on the exposed surface under an initial load of 100 grams 
and the load increased at a uniform, continuous rate of 12 grams per sec- 
ond until the piece is perforated. The test piece is conveniently supported 
on a rigid, convex surface of such curvature as to fit into the seed cavity 
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and permit it to maintain its normal shape. The peel is conveniently re- 
moved with pointed, sharp scissors. The fruit shall not, however, be so 
soft that the pieces in the can lose their natural shape when the container 
is opened and the product is carefully removed to a dish. 

The fruit shall be considered unblemished if 80 per cent or more of 
the pieces in the container are free from scabs, bruises, frost bites, sun- 
burn, hail injury, green or brown colorations, or other unsightly blemishes, 
and no piece shows blemishes in excess of 10 per cent of its convex area. 

The fruit shall be considered as unbroken halves when 80 per cent or 
more of the units are unbroken and not excessively trimmed. Excessive 
trimming is defined as that amount which destroys the normal shape of 
the half. 

The weight of the fruit in the container means the fruit material in 
both the solid and liquid components. It is thus equivalent to the “put-in 
weight.” 


SUBSTANDARD DESIGNATION 
Canned apricots which fail to meet the above standard shall, except 
as hereinafter provided, bear the legend for low quality promulgated by 
the Secretary of Agriculture. 


EXCEPTIONS 

Canned apricots which fail to meet the above standard only in that 
they consist of apricots packed in water, need not bear the low quality 
legend if labeled “water-pack apricots.” 

Canned apricots which fail to meet the above standard only in that the 
halves are peeled, need not bear the low quality legend if labeled “peeled 
apricots.” 

Canned apricots which fail to meet the above standard only in that 
they consist of unpeeled, whole apricots, need not bear the low quality 
legend if labeled “wholeapricots,” even though the units may fail to meet 
the requirement for normal size. 

Canned apricots which fail to meet .the above standard only in that 
they consist of uniformly sliced, peeled apricots, need not bear the low 
quality legend if labeled “sliced, peeled apricots.” In such cases the re- 
quirement of not less than three-eighths of an ounce in weight shall be 
changed to not less than one-twentieth of an ounce for each unit. 


CANNED CHERRIES 
STANDARD 
Canned cherries are the normally flavored and normally colored canned 
food consisting of (1) the normal- and uniform-sized, fleshy, mature, un- 
blemished, stemmed, whole fruit of the cherry tree and (2) sugar solution. 
The weight of fruit in the container is not less than three-fifths the 
weight of water which the sealed container will hold at 68° F., except that 
when necessary to prevent crushing of the fruit a tolerance not exceed- 
ing the combined weight of three average units is allowed. The liquid por- 
tion of the finished product reads not less than 16° Brix (read at the proper ‘) 
temperature for the instrument used). 
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MBANING OF TERMS 

The fruit shall be considered normally colored if the general color of 
the flesh be yellowish white. 

Units of one-tenth of an ounce or larger are considered of normal size. 

The cherries shall be considered uniform in size if 80 per cent of the 
units will pass through a circular opening 25 per cent larger in diameter 
than that through which the smallest unit will pass. 

The fruit shall be considered fleshy if the skin and flesh of the drained 
cherries is 88 per cent or more of their total weight. 

The fruit shall be considered unblemished if 80 per cent or more of 
the units in the container are free from scabs, excessive healed cracks, 
or other unsightly blemishes. Cracks are considered excessive when their 
total combined length and width exceeds 1/2”, excluding checks less than 
1/8” wide located in the stem depression and concentric with its sides. Un- 
healed cracks which form during cooking are not considered blemishes. 

The weight of the fruit in the container is that of the fruit material 
in both the solid and liquid components and is thus equivalent to the “put- 
in weight.” 

SUBSTANDARD DESIGNATION 

Canned cherries which fail to meet the above standard shall, except as 
hereinafter provided, bear the legend for low quality promulgated by the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

EXCEPTIONS 

Canned cherries which fail to meet the above standard only in that 
they consist of cherries packed in water need not bear the low quality legend 
if labeled ‘“‘water-pack cherries.” 

Canned cherries which fail to meet the above standard only in that 
they consist of pitted whole cherries need not bear the low quality legend 
if labeled “pitted cherries,” even though the units may fail to meet the re- 
quirements for normal size and uniformity of size. 

Canned cherries which fail to meet the above standard only in that 
the flesh is of some color other than yellowish white, as red sour cherries, 
Bing cherries, black cherries, et cetera, need not bear the low quality legend 
if labeled to show the type to which they belong. 


CANNED TOMATOES 


STANDARD 
Canned tomatoes are the normally flavored and normally colored canned 
food consisting of the peeled, cored and trimmed, whole or large pieces of 
the mature red fruit of the tomato vine (Lycopersicum esculentum), with 
or without the drained juice of peeled, cored and trimmed tomatoes in 
amount not exceeding that normal to the fruit being packed, and with or 
without added seasoning (sugar, salt). 


MEANING OF TERMS 
The fruit shall be considered as whole or in large pieces when at least 
45 per cent of the total contents will be retained after draining for two 
minutes on a sieve * having two meshes to the inch. On containers of less 


* Wire of a uniform diameter, not less than 0.04 nor more than 0.07 inch. 
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than 3 pounds net weight sieves 8 inches in diameter are used. On con- 
tainers of 3 pounds net weight or more sieves 12 inches in diameter are 
used. 

The fruit shall be considered normally colored when a sample at least 
1 inch deep of the homogeneous pulped meats shows a red color containing 
at least 58.0 per cent red and not more than 37.3 per cent green, in terms 
of the three primary color distribution curves of the Optical Society of 
America, referred to Abbott-Priest standard white light.+ In performing 
this test the material retained on the 2-mesh sieve is pulped and freed from 
air bubbles. It is then placed in a black container and visible seeds are 
removed by skimming or pressing below the surface. 

The fruit shall be considered as peeled when there are not more than 
1.5 square inches of peel per pound of net contents. 

The fruit shall be considered as trimmed when the total exposed area 
of unsightly blemishes, such as scars or brown or black colored portions, 
does not exceed 4% square inch per pound of net contents. 


SUBSTANDARD DESIGNATION 

Canned tomatoes which fail to meet the above standard shall, except 
as hereinafter provided, bear the legend for low quality promulgated by 
the Secretary of Agriculture. 

EXCEPTIONS 

Canned tomatoes which fail to meet the above standard only in that 
they contain added pulped and strained tomato material need not bear the 
low quality legend if labeled “tomatoes with puree from trimmings.” 


STANDARD FOR COLOR IN CANNED TOMATOES 


The minimum requirements for color in canned tomatoes, as 
stated in the standard finally adopted by the Department of 
Agriculture, are different from those suggested in the tentative 
standards submitted for criticism. Therefore, the small square 
color card which was sent out with the Information Letter for 
April 4 should be discarded. 

The method of preparing the sample for color comparison 
now requires that the drained solids shall be pulped but not 
strained. All of the cores and fibers will be left in with the 
pulped flesh and only the seeds will be kept out of the surface 
examined. Second, the proportion of yellowish color permitted 
has been increased. Third, absolute amounts of the different 
colors mentioned in terms of Munsell color cards are not specified. 


reentages do not refer to the proportion of “red” to “green'’ tomatoes in the 
container. hey are rather the precise physical terms necessary to define color accurately 
in a seqal standard. Conformity to the minimum color requirement may be conveniently 
judged by certain commercial color measuring devices. For example, the Pane of a given 
sample may be matched by the following combination of Munsell color d 


(1) 6R 2.6/18 (glossy finish) 
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ih 
nish 


(2) 2.6YR 6/12 ( 
(4) N 4/ (glossy fi 
of (1) covers one-third or more of the circle, and the exposed area 
gardiess of the exposed area of discs (3) and (4). 
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The Munsell System for color measurement and designation 
is based on a series of separate permanent color cards which can 
be so arranged that any desired amount of each of several color 
cards may be added together (blended) to show a single color 
specified, or to match the color of a sample by visual comparison. 
Each color card is cut in the shape of a circle of a uniform diam- 
eter. A small hole at the center and one straight cut from the 
center of each card makes it possible to overlap the cards so as 
to leave exposed any desired section (sector) of each card. By 
whirling these over-lapped color cards the color produced by the 
blending of the exposed color card areas may be seen and com- 
pared with the color of a sample nearby. The exposed area of 
each of the specified color cards necessary to match the color of 
the sample is a measure of the color of the sample. 

The colors specified in the standard for canned tomatoes are 
(1) a dark red, (2) a particular shade of yellow-red, (3) black, 
and (4) grey. 

The poorest tomato color permitted in canned tomatoes pre- 
pared for examination in the manner specified would be matched 
by a color circle showing one-third of its area dark red, one-third 
yellow red, and the remaining third black, grey, or any combina- 


tion of the black and grey. This minimum color may vary from 
a dull brownish red to a yellowish pink depending on the propor- 
tion of black and grey respectively that are exposed. 


NEW RATES ON FRESH VEGETABLES ORDERED 
Rates on tomatoes, string beans, green peas, carrots, beets, 
onions and turnips from points of origin in Mississippi to points 
in Southern and Official classification territories, and rates on 
tomatoes from Tennessee to points in southern states, are pre- 
scribed in a recent decision of the Interstate Commerce Com- 


mission, which orders the establishment of the new rates by 
June 5. 


CONSOLIDATED SOUTHWESTERN CASE HEARING POSTPONED 


The further hearing in the Consolidated Southwestern Case, 
assigned for May 4, 1931, at St. Louis, Mo., before Examiner 
Fuller, has been cancelled, and these proceedings, in so far as 
they relate to the lawful rates on canned goods, in carloads, from 
and to the points embraced in the respective proceedings, have 
been assigned for further hearing on June 29, 1931, 10 o’clock 
a. m., Standard Time, at the office of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, Washington, D. C., before Examiner Fuller. 

The primary object of this further hearing is to afford an 
opportunity for the presentation of evidence with respect to the 
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weighted rate level on the above-described traffic prior and sub- 
sequent to July 14, 1928, but opportunity will be afforded for the 
presentation of any other competent and non-cumulative evi- 
dence pertinent to the issues. 


EXPORTS OF CANNED FOODS IN MARCH 
Fruits were the only class of canned foods to show an in- 
crease in exports in March as compared with the corresponding 
month last year. The shipments of the principal articles in 
March, 1980 and 1931, were as follows: 


Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total ......... 2, 580 1,657,255 $566,005 
227,788 87,616 45,106 
107,074 80,198 014 20,255 
nned vegetables, total..... , 
Baked and pork and 
744,589 54,191 96 41,476 
Other vegetables ......... 959,616 69,891 265,275 25, 
Condensed milk ............ 8,476,865 572,604 1,873,263 800,456 
Bvaporated milk ........ .. 6,868,427 608,427 6,088,541 417,228 
Canned fruits, total......... 25,586,456 2,610,202 25,061,328 2,268,038 
Apples and applesauce..... 2,667 885 115,604 1,879,880 90,965 
ee 2,621,508 289,928 1,581,176 182,176 
177,749 19,401 6,600 
en 85,159 14,877 110,076 15,656 
Fruits for salad ......... 2,746,468 424,535 8,263,749 488,335 
7,258,581 708,683 8,075,726 655,361 
2,717,746 202,295 1,417,879 142,805 
2,422,026 428,054 992,010 155,265 
Sardines 12,255,648 874,382 6,506,790 407,763 
* Not available. 


SMALL-FRUIT INDUSTRY IN OREGON 


An economic study of the small-fruit industry in Oregon has 
been issued by the Agricultural Experiment Station at Corvallis 
as Station Bulletin No. 274. The bulletin deals with the national 
and regional trends in acreage and production, the situation in 
Oregon, the trend in the canned food pack and in the cold pack, 
prices, etc. Detailed statistics for a number of years are fur- 
nished, and these are illustrated by appropriate charts and 
drafts. The book closes with a summary of the situation and 
outlook for berries in Oregon. 


M 1980 M 1981 
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IMPORTS OF TOMATO PRODUCTS 


Canned tomato imports in March were about 375,000 pounds 
less than in February, but over twice as great as in March last 
year. Tomato paste imports were greater than in February and 
about 50 per cent larger than in March, 1931. The following 
table gives the figures for the first quarter of the two years: 

Tomato Paste 


Pounds Value 
$120,824 
$8,842 
68,748 
272,400 
62,736 
75,763 
66,645 


2,576,765 205,144 
SPINACH PACK IN CALIFORNIA 


The pack of spinach in California in 1981 was 1,339,700 
cases, according to statistics compiled by the Canners League 
of California. The following table shows the pack by sizes of 
cans, together with the figures for the years 1928, 1929 and 1980 
for comparison : 

1928 1929 


Cases Cases 
2,005,002 
843,452 
861,744 


174,085 255,396 
8 oz. (8% in.) 57,541 
8 oz. (8 in.) 81,680 
Miscellaneous 48,927 


Total . 


A second petition for reopening, reconsideration and modifi- 
cation of the orders involving the rates on tin cans from points 
in the Chicago district to Olivia and Montevideo, Minn., and 
Big Stone, S. Dak., has been denied by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. 


AUSTRALIA SEEKING OUTLET FOR PINEAPPLE 


According to information furnished the Department of Com- 
merce in a report from the American Trade Commissioner at 
Sydney, Australia, Queensland has approximately 100,000 cases 
of tinned pineapple exportable surplus, and they are sending a 
man to North America, probably Canada, to see if they can dis- 
pose of it. 


Wo 
1930 Pounds Value 
February ............... 6,884,818 283,425 
OS 189,808 
Total .............. 17,676,389 851,078 ! 
1931 
January ... 198,377 
February ............... 17,876,881 285,570 
248,769 
asea 
No. 1, 596,790 662,166 
No. 1 289,761 194,468 
o. 2-T f 394,986 801,061 
175,064 81,078 
25,229 84,969 
28,207 22,7385 
55,369 48,223 
. ee 4,198,742 1,565,496 1,839,700 
COMMISSION REFUSES TO REOPEN RATE CASE 
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BUSINESS INDICATORS 


(Weeks ended Saturday, average 1923-1925=100) 
———— — 1930— 
Apr.25. Apr.18 Apr.11 Apr.26 Apr. 19 Apr. 12 


Composite Index: * 
New York Times 
Business Week 

Freight car loadings 

Wholesale prices (Fisher's) : 
All commodities 
Agricultural products 
Non-agricultucal products 17.1 

Bank debits outside New 

York City 

Bond prices 

Stock prices 

Interest rates: 
Call money 
Time money 

Business failures 
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BRS 
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pes 
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° Relative to a computed normal taken as 100. 


FARM PRICE SITUATION 


Seasonal advances in the farm price of apples and potatoes 
from March 15 to April 15, and slight price increases for corn, 
oats, barley, wheat, cottonseed, lambs, and chickens were offset 
by declines in prices of cotton, rye, flax, hay, cattle, calves, wool 
and dairy and poultry products, according to the U. 8S. Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. The Bureau’s index of prices received 
by farmers continued at 91 for the period from March 15 to 
April 15. 

TRUCK CROP MARKETS 


Cold weather shortly after the middle of April caused con- 
siderable damage to apples and soft fruits in the Pacific North- 
west. Strawberries also were affected. Damage to soft fruits 
and apples together in the Yakima Valley is estimated around 
17 per cent of the expected tonnage. Delicious and Winesap 
suffered more than other varieties of apples. North-central 
Washington reports practically no damage. Idaho soft fruits 
and apples suffered to some extent. A severe windstorm re- 
cently blew out of the ground or cut off a considerable acreage of 
onions, green peas, and other vegetable plants in the principal 
producing section of Utah and caused slight damage to fruits. 
Most of the vegetable acreage will be reset. 

Because of the rapid increase in shipments of western celery, 
carrots, lettuce, new-crop onions, new potatoes, strawberries 
and grapefruit, the combined movement of 28 products during 
the week ended April 25 increased nearly one-fifth to 17,555 
cars, or 2,800 more than output of a year ago. The season for 


79.8 96.6 
77.7 06.5 
73.9 05.1 
74.6 91.8 
65.0 06.4 
772 89.0 
108.3 121.2 
106.9 106.4 
152.2 248.8 
. 36.4 97.0 97.0 
: 51.4 102.9 102.9 
188.3 1 120.6 121.4 
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California cantaloupes opened with three cars during the past 
10 days. The first five cars of cherries also moved from 
California. 


The five leading products in volume of shipments last week 
were potatoes, oranges, lettuce, strawberries and grapefruit, 
these products ranging between 1,000 and 4,800 cars each. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
April April April Totalthis Total last Total 
11-25, 12-18, 20-26, season to season to 
Commodity 11 5 1930 April 25 April 26 
Apples, total. 106,162 90,784 
Eastern states. 2, 50,434 
Western states. 
Asparagus 
Beans, snap and lima 
Beets 
Cabbage 
Carrots: 
1931 season 
1930 season 
Cauliflower 
Cherries 
Cucumbers 
Pears 
Peas, green 
Peppers: 
Domestic 


Imports 


Spinach 

Strawberries 

Tomatoes: 
Domestic 
Imports 

Vegetables, mixed: 
Domestic 1.002 
Imports 9 


DISMISSES APPLICATION FOR GRAPEFRUIT INVESTIGATION 


The U. S. Tariff Commission has dismissed the application 
for an investigation of the cost of production of grapefruit, filed 
with a view to securing an increase in the rate of duty. 


CANNED MILK PRODUCTION AND STOCKS 


March evaporated milk production was 13 per cent heavier 
than during the same month in 1930, according to a same-firm 
tabulation made by the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
A similar comparison also shows a seasonal increase of over 18 
per cent in comparison with February, which compares with a 
seasonal gain, March over February, of 24 per cent in 1930 and 
26 in 1929. 

April 1 figures showed a turn in stocks history. Instead of 
showing further decreases in comparison with the previous 
month and the same date a year ago, as during the several pre- 
vious months, some accumulations were actually noted and stocks 
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on that date exceeded those of April 1, 1930, by nearly 3 per 
cent and those of March 1, 1981, by over 10 per cent. Com- 
pared with five-year average stocks, April 1 supplies were 
nearly 50 per cent heavier, compared to a 35 per cent surplus 
on March 1. The heavier stocks reflect not only the increased 
production, but also a relaxation in buying interest after initial 
stocks of goods in new-style cans had been purchased. 


Condensed milk production during March was 17 per cent 
lighter than during the same month a year ago, but showed a 
seasonal increase of 18 per cent in comparison with February. 
Stocks were 22 per cent lighter than on even date in 1930 and 
showed a decrease of close to 2 per cent in comparison with 
March 1 stocks. 


SMALLER PACK EXPECTED IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 


British Columbia canners predict that adverse financial con- 
ditions and the large pack of 1930 will result in fewer cannery 
contracts with farmers this year, according to the American con- 
sul at Vancouver. As a consequence, it is expected that the 
acreage planted to vegetables suitable for canning will be some- 
what smaller than formerly. Another factor in the situation is 
said to be the extent to which canners in eastern Canada are able 
to market their products in western provinces and in territory 
British Columbia canners hold to be their natural outlet. Un- 
equal freight rates are given as the reason for loss of trade by 
western canners, who are seeking a reduction in their favor. 


GRAPEFRUIT PRODUCTION RAPIDLY EXPANDING 


In a review of the world citrus situation appearing in 
“Foreign Crops and Markets,” the Department of Agriculture 
furnishes the following information on grapefruit: 


The United States and Porto Rico together produce about 96.5 per 
cent of the world grapefruit crop, divided 90 per cent to the former and 6.5 
per cent to the latter. The Isle of Pines produced 2 per cent, Jamaica 1 
per cent, and South Africa .5 per cent of the world production. During the 
1930-31 season about 30,000 boxes of grapefruit have been exported from 
Palestine. Small amounts of grapefruit are also exported from British 
Honduras and Trinidad. 

Grapefruit plantings in the United States are around 160,000 acres, 
about two-thirds of which are in bearing. The average production during 
the five-year period 1925-29, was about 9,753,000 boxes. The 1930 crop is 
placed at 15,150,000 boxes, or the largest on record. Plantings are expand- 
ing in most sections, particularly Texas, which fact, taken together with 
the large non-bearing acreage, indicates that production of grapefruit will 
increase rapidly in the United States in the next few years. In the five- 
year period, 1925-29, Florida produced on an average 84 per cent of the 
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crop, California 8 per cent, Texas 6 per cent, and Arizona 2 per cent. Can- 
ning of grapefruit in the United States has been increasing rapidly during 
the last few years. About 1,316,000 cases were packed in Florida from the 
1929-30 crop compared with only 400,000 in 1925-26. More grapefruit are 
expected to be packed in Florida during the 1930-31 season than last year. 

Florida has about 80,000 acres in grapefruit, most of which is in bear- 
ing, but many of the trees have not attained full size. Around 100,000 
acres are planted to grapefruit in California and the total is expected to 
reach 11,800 acres by 19382. Texas has over 60,000 acres of grapefruit, but 
only 17 per cent is of bearing age. A freeze in 1930 nipped back many of 
the younger groves in Texas and reduced the 1930-31 crop, but the setback 
in production is expected to be only temporary. Recent grapefruit plant- 
ings in Arizona have been heavy. Present estimates place the acreage 
between 8,000 and 9,000 acres, with less than half of the trees of bearing 
age. It is expected that over 3,000 acres will be planted in 1931. It is 
estimated that with the present plantings of grapefruit of around 160,000 
acres, that the production in 1936 may exceed 20,000,000 boxes. This esti- 
mate assumes that 90 per cent of the present plantings will come into bear- 
ing and a yield of two boxes per tree. When the other producing countries 
of the world are considered, it is evident that grapefruit consumption in the 
United States and elsewhere must be increased a great deal to keep pace 
with the growing supplies. 


CUBAN CANNED MILK IMPORTS DECLINE 


Imports of condensed milk into Cuba during the first quar- 
ter of 1931 were less than half the amount imported in the cor- 
responding quarter of 1930, according to unofficial figures re- 
ceived by the U. S. Department of Commerce. The proportion 
of the imports supplied by the United States dropped from about 
50 per cent in 1930 to about 22 per cent in the 1931 period. It 
is expected that the imports will continue to decline as the pro- 
duction of the condensed milk factory at Havana increases. Re- 
ceipts of evaporated milk also fell off about one-half. Reduced 
purchasing power and the abundant supply of cheap and good 
fresh milk are the cause of the decline in evaporated milk 
imports. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS ON APRICOTS AND CHERRIES 


Publications on cherry and apricot growing in California 
have been issued by the Agricultural Extension Division of the 
California College of Agriculture, the bulletin on cherries being 
listed as Circular 46 and the one on apricots as Circular 51. The 
publications have a number of excellent illustrations and are 
similar in scope, presenting information on growing districts, 
planting and pruning, rootstocks, cultivation, thinning, pollina- 
tion, diseases, contro] methods, harvesting, etc. 
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STRAWBERRY CULTURE 


Inforshation on the establishment and care of the straw- 
berry bed) together with comments on the best varieties for New 
York, are included in a brief publication just issued by the State 
Experiment Station at Geneva, N. Y., as Circular No. 31. 


BULLETIN DESCRIBES NEW PEPPER FRUIT DISEASE 


A pepper fruit rot new to the United States is described in 
Bulletin No. 162 of the experiment Station at Experiment, Ga. 
The disease has been very destructive in limited areas in that 
state. It is due to a fungus, which is seed borne and occurs both 
internally and on the surface of the seed. Sub-surface infection 
can not be destroyed by liquid or dust disinfectants, consequently 
seed from diseased fruit should not be used for planting. 


BULLETIN ISSUED ON BLUEBERRIES 


The Extension Service of the College of Agriculture, Uni- 
versity of Maine, has issued a 3-page bulletin on “Controlling the 
Blueberry Maggot.” The circular is based on investigations 
which were conducted during the years 1925-1929 and which are 
being continued. Recommendations are made for the use of a 
standard insecticide material, the same as that used extensively 
for combatting the boll weevil and certain other pests. 
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